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Abstract. Choosing a single authorized form for a name to represent all the headings of a
creator is a very difficult task for a librarian, if we take into account the fact that,
throughout time, a creator could use several names, pseudonyms, literary pseudonyms,
stage names, etc., in their various phases of the creation process, for the various fields in
which they created or for the positions they held. Although the form variants point to the
favoured one, researchers have come to the conclusion that another problem that hinders
the identification of a creator is homonymy, which can cause confusion among users.
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Assigning a unique identifier to every person and collectivity, a number that
could clearly point to a creator, has concerned the librarians’ world ever since
1961, when The Paris Principles (Statement of Principles, 1961) were adopted;
section 5.2 stipulated when multiple index cards could be used, that is when
variant forms of the author’s name or of the title occur, an entry for each book
under a uniform heading, consisting of one particular form of the author’s
name or one particular title, or, for books not identified by author or title, a
uniform heading consisting of a suitable substitute for the title, and 5.3
appropriate added entries and/or references.

Nowadays, when there are numerous online databases, when resource
categorizing has already become a tradition with the large libraries of the world,
specialists found it necessary to introduce a proper standard. That was the
reason why in 2006 The International Standards Organization (ISO), through its
technical committee 46, subcommittee 9, started discussing the International
Standard Name Identifier (ISNI) which they published on March 15" 2012 as
ISO 27729:2012 — an international standard meant to uniquely identify a name
publicly used by creators involved in the entire media, creation, production,
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management, and content distribution industry. ISNI is a sixteen-digit number,
its digits being divided into four interspaced blocks, of which only the last is a
control one. This digit does not have its own significance, it is randomly
provided by the system. When instead of the last digit one finds an x, x stands
for 10 because the algorithm is from 1 to 10, and the total number of digits is
limited to 16. Therefore, any ISNI number which includes an x is not a wrong or
uncertain one. ISNI uniquely and unrepeatably identifies an identity that works
in several creative fields, thus becoming a useful tool for librarians both in the
disambiguation process and in removing confusions.

Public identity refers to a person who is related to a single name when they
work in various fields of activity.
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ISNI is very important when it comes to differentiating between homonyms. For
example, the TV man Jacques Martin (ISNI 0000 0000 7359 228x) bears the
same name as the well-known cartoonist Jacques Martin (ISNI 0000 0001 2033
0240) and, in this case, it is natural for their ISNIs to be different.

As a matter of fact, when a person or a collectivity uses several public identities,
in the same field or various fields (the real name as well as the
pseudonym/pseudonyms), without regularly using a certain name for a certain
field, the database must provide information regarding the collocation of
works/shows in a single place, and the system must assign the same identifier to
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every variant used by the creator. Thus, Louis Poirier —the real name — and his
pseudonym, Julien Gracq — the favoured form — have the same ISNI - 0000
0001 2143 4842.
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VIAF ID: 91584356 (Personal)

Permalink: http/iviaf.org/viaf/91584356
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When in various fields the same person or collectivity regularly uses different
names (the real name and the pseudonym/pseudonyms), the ISNI system must
provide different identifiers, if the database includes sufficient information
about that person (the different collocation of works/shows) in order to offer a
separate identifier, linked to every identity used by the creator. In this case, the
solution is to check the ISNIs of the two forms favoured by the creator, known
as see also. For example, Stephen King, ISNI 0000 0001 2144 6296, also wrote
as Richard Bachman - ISNI 0000 0001 2021 3263 — to hide his

prolificity.
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VIAF ID: 97113511 (Personal)

Permalink: http:/fviaf.org/viaf/97113511
ISNI-test: 0000 0001 2144 6296
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One can say that, when in various fields the same person or collectivity uses on
a regular basis different names (the real name and the pseudonym/pseudonyms),
the ISNI system must provide different identifiers, if the database includes
sufficient information about that person (the different collocation of
works/shows) in order to offer a separate identifier, linked to every identity used
by the creator. In this case, the solution is to ask for references from every ISNI
of the two forms favoured by the creator, known as see also. For example,
Stephen King, ISNI 0000 0001 2144 6296, also wrote as Richard Bachman -
ISNI 0000 0001 2021 3263 — to hide his prolificity and avoid any doubts
regarding the intellectual quality of his writings.
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Virtual International Authority File
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Therefore, we should take into consideration the fact that assigning an ISNI
number is based on comparing and contrasting the information provided by the
contributors. The details — names, bio, titles — used by a creator for his various
contributions should be set against certain algorithms, thus allowing for the
assignment of one or more ISNIs depending on the data coming from analyzing
the creator’s activity (music, sciences, fiction, cinema, showbiz, etc.) as well as
the involvement of the data providers that are entitled to do this (companies
representing creators, libraries, distributors, etc.)

ISNI has not been created to provide bio-bibliographic information about a
certain person but, through its links, to point to other systems where one can
find such details, if the user needs them. For libraries, the information is
provided by the Virtual International Authority File (VIAF). A mere click on the
ISNI in the VIAF database will provide the necessary information: the various
names of the creators, the types of resources they contributed to, the jobs they
had in the fields they worked in and the information sources.

The V. A. Urechia County Library of Galati, Romania, introduced the Authority
Control as early as 2005 in order to remove the redundancy and ambiguity of a
library catalogue. This service proves to be ever more useful enabling the
libraries’ online catalogues to offer their users authorized information. Sitting in
front of a computer, the information consumers can consult both the library’s
catalogues and pertinent information referring to credible and valid sources.
Getting the respect they deserve, users will come back to the library whenever
they need to, either to make up a bibliography, to research a certain topic, or to
update and improve their knowledge.

Completing the authority notes requires thorough research and a very good
command of the library science notions of Authority Control for the person or
collectivity headings, as well as of the various ways in which the authorized
form and name variants can be defined, classified, and achieved. The lack of
information, the uncertainty or vague use of terminology can lead to the total
confusion of the scientific information consumer, to say the least.

Coming back to our topic, ISNI includes the public registrations (ISNI) of more
than 9,260,000 identities, 8,67 million of them being persons (2,590,000 are
researchers) and 592,275 organizations. The ISNI database is a resource from
various fields, with contributions from more than 29 establishments and
databases, as well as 40 national libraries with corresponding research centres,
including VIAF.

The international establishment that administers the ISNI is ISNI-AL, a non-
profit organization, founded by the 1SO to supervise the authority registrations
and the database. In January 2014, The National Library of France became the



Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries (QQML) 6: 433-440, 2017 439

first library in the world to include an ISNI Registration Agency for Persons and
Organizations, appointed by the ISNI International Agency, alongside Bowker —
which above all (but not exclusively) registers the names of persons and
publishing establishments, and Ringgold — which first of all (but not
exclusively) registers the names of organizations. A registration agency provides
the interface between ISNI applicants and the ISNI assigning agency. It is worth
mentioning that the agency does not provide services to persons who want
ISNIs but to the content-creating establishments it cooperates with. When it
comes to creators, this number is assigned when the published resource is
processed in the database, if the establishment that initiates the description
cooperates with an ISNI agency.

One of the inhabitants of Galati/Romanians that have an ISNI is Mr. Vasile
Ghica, due to the fact that he has been included in the Library of
Congress/INACO database with four titles, and with one title in the German
National Library database, the two libraries providing information for VIAF.

Virtual International Authority File
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From a professional point of view and in accordance with the objectives of the
IFLA (KNIGHT, Bonnie M), which wants to create a model of a viable collective
catalogue, available on the Internet and capable of providing information to all
the libraries in the world, thus achieving an online visible memory of the world
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— based on the collocation of authority registrations — the V. A. Urechia Library
of Galati, Romania, does focus on this type of service. In fact, we should keep in
mind that both the Authority Control and the bibliographic one are two ways of
finding information, but the latter is virtually impossible without a professional
Authority Control. True, it involves hard research and continuous training as, to
quote LeBoeuf: Authority Control is certainly our forte and we shouldn't give it
up, not even for a short time, no matter how “expensive” this service might
seem ... This is a “sine qua non” condition if we really want to surf a library
(ISNI). I think that a national project, coordinated by the National Bibliographic
Agency, that is the National Library of Romania, and meant to involve all
libraries which have Authority Control, could be a desideratum for us,
librarians, who serve with devotion and professionalism the library users.
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